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Questionnaire on Editorial Peer Review in U.5. Medical Journals

1t would be appreciated if you return the questionnaire by May 15, 1988.

In this questionnaire, reviewer or review refers to peer review done by someone other than the editor, co-editor, or associate
editors.

Associate editor refers to any professional editorial staff other than the editor; does not refer to clerical, secretarial, oz copy-
editing staff.

1a. Are you the chief editor of the journal named in the cover letter?

4a,
b.

C.

Yes No

If no. how many co-editors are there, excluding yourself?
How many haours per week do you spend editing this journal?
How many associate editors are there?

tHHow many manuscripts did this journal receive in 19872

What percent of all manuscripts received does this journal accept?
— % {indicate the year this figure is from: 1986; 1987 )

What percent of all manuscripts received undergo review? ______ %
What percent of accepted manuscripts undergo review? %
What percent of rejected manuscripts undergo review? %

1f 0% for #4a, please return this portion of the questionnaire. It will be very useful to the study. Otherwise, please continue
with #5a.

5a.

Which of the following types of manuscripts are reviewed?
(Use the most appropriate number: always—1: usually—2; sometimes—3; rarely —4; never—5}

Unsolicited Solicited

Manuscript: Manuscript:
Original research
Review articles

Case reports

Editorials

Letters

Other {specify)

What percent of the following types of manuscripts are solicited?

Original research % Editerials %

Review articles % Letters %

Case reports — Other (specify}] %

If solicited manuscripts are reviewed, do they undergo the same review process as unsolicited manuscripts?

Always . Usually . Sometimes . Rarely . Ncver

. What percent of solicited manuscripts are accepted? %

If the journal has any associate editors, do they have the authority to: )

Decide If a manuscript will be reviewed? Yes No

Setect reviewers? Yes No

Decide if a manuscript will be revised? Yes No

Decide if a manuscript will be rejected? Yes Mo

Decide if a manuscript will be accepted? Yes No

What level of in-house review does a manuscript receive?

{Use the most appropriate number: always—1; usually—2; sometimes—3; rarely —4; never—5)
A manuscript receives an in-house review by the editor or associate editor that is more thorough than a
review by an external reviewer;
A manuscript receives an in-house review that is equivalent to a review by an external reviewer;

8ul Med Lite Assoc 78(3) July 1990
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10a.

11a.

iz
13.

14a.

15a.

16a.

17.

18.

19a.

Bull Med Libr Assoc 78(3) July 1990

—————
Editorial peer review

A manuscript receives an in-house review that is ess thorough than a review by an external reviewer;
A manuscript receives a quick review in-house to determine if it should receive external review;
— Other (spedify)

How do you locate a reviewer for a manuscript?

Percent of time used:

Names currently in the list of reviewers” names %
Contacts at meetings %
Personal acquaintances %
Editorial board %
Manuscript’s bibliography %
A saclety’s membership list %
Literature searches %
Other {specify) %
If a file of reviewers’ names is maintained,
Is it searchable by subject? b. Is this file computerized?
Yes - - Neo "~ ’ Yes No
Are putential reviewers contacted before their names are added to the file?
Yes No
Is an author's request not to use a particular reviewer honored?
Always . Usually — ___ Sometimes ______ Rarely _______ Never
Is an author’s request to use a particular reviewer honored?
. Always ___ Usually ____ Sometimes ___._. Rarely ___ Never

What is the averzge number of reviewers per manuscript? (Circle the most appropriate number.)

a 2 3 4 5 6+
What is the average number of editors or associate editors that evaluate each manuscript? (Circle the most appropriate
number.}

0 2 3 4 5 e+
What was the total aumber of reviewers used for this journal in 19877

What is the average number of times during 1987 that each reviewer was used?

1-2 3-5 6-10 11-15 16+
Are reviewers contacted before manuscripts are sent to them?
- Always _ Usually —___ Sometimes . Rarely ——_ Never
Is it understood that board members will review manuscripts for the journal?

Yes ——No
How often does the author receive a copy of the reviewers’ reports?

Always .. Usually — . Sometimes ________ Rarely _____ Never
How often does the author receive a paraphrase of the reviewers’ reports?

Always .. Usually —_ Sometimes _____ Rarely _____ Never
Do you tell the author the names of the reviewers?

o Always L - Uswally . Sometimes —___ Rarely ______ Never

Do you remove the reviewer's name, if the report is signed?
— Always _—_ Usually ____ Sometimes . Rarely .. Never

Do you inform the reviewer of the author's name or affiliation?
Always . Usually . Sometimes ______ Rarely _____ Never

Is a record kept of the quality of the reviewer’s reports?
Always . Usually . Sometimes ________ Rarely _ Never

How after have you encountered evidence of reviewer bias?
Always ___ Usually ... Sometimes . Rarely _____ Never



20a.

2la.

23a.

24a,

24b.

w— Other (specify)

If you have ever encountered evidence of reviewer bias, even if only rarely, what do you think are the reasons for
the bias?
{Use the most appropriate number: always—1; usaally—2; sometimes—3; rarely —4; never—5)
——— Manuscript's conclusions are different from reviewer’s conclusions in a similar study.
Reviewer is known to have certain opinions on a particular subject.
Reviewer has a personal bias for or against the author,
Reviewer has a personal bias for or against the author’s institution.

— Other (specify)

What percent of manuscripts contain some statistical analysis?

——1-20% —  1-40% —d1-60% . 61-80% - B1-100%
For those manuscripts that use statistics, how often is a statistical reviewer used?
Always ____ Usually ____ Sometimes ___ Rarely _____ Never

If a statistical reviewer is ever used, under which circumstances is one used? {Check all that apply.)
— Any manuscript that uses statistics
Any manuscript that uses statistics and has received favorable review
A manuscript in which the reviewer has questioned the appropriateness or accuracy of the statistics
A manuscript in which the editor has questioned the appropriateness or accuracy of the statistics
It is assumed that thereviewer is also the statistical reviewer.
Another reason (specify)

Who decides if a manuscript is to be revised?

_ {Use the most appropriate number: always—}; usually—2; sometimes—3; rarely—4; never—-S)

Editor

Associate editor{s)

Reviewers

Consensus at an editorial meeting
—— Other (specify)
What percentage of accepted manuscripts are revised prior to acceptance?
(Do not include copy-editing revisions.)

—_  1-20% ——21-40% 41-60% 61-80% —  81-100%
What percentage of manuscripts require more than 1 revision?
. 1-20% —_ 21-40% 41-60% 61-80% —_— 81-100%
Do revised manuscripts go back to the same reviewers?
Always ___ Usually ____ Sometimes _____ Rarely _ Never
What percentage of published manuscripts are substantially strengthened by the review process? %

Are editorial meetings held regularly?

— Yes —No

If yes, how many meetings are held per month?
(Circle the most appropriate number.)

<1 1 2 3 4 5+

When the reviewers basically agree, what percentage of the time are their recommendations followed?
1-20% — 21-40% ____ 4l-60% ____ 61-80% —_ £i-100%

When reviewers disagree, what procedures are followed?
(Use the most appropriate number: always—1; usnally —2; sometimes—3; rarely—4; never—5)
Resolved by the editor
Resolved by an associate editor -
Resolved at an editorial meeting
Send manuscript for additional review
Rely on the reviews that are the most thorough

What are the shortcomings of the reviewers’ reports?
(Rank 1 through 5 in order of importance: most important—1; least—5)
Reviewer did hot understand the manuscript

Bull Mad Libr Assoc 73(3) iy 1990



The review was too short to be useful

The review took so long that it delayed the publication process
The reviewer was too critical

The reviewer was harsh or insulting to the author

—— Other (specify)
26. What are the factors that lead to an acceptance or rejection decision?
(Rank 1 through 5 in order of importance: most important—1; least—35)
———The originality of the research
e The soundness of the methodelogy
——— The timeliness of the topic
———The length of time since the topic has appeared in the journal
—— The ability of the author to communicate effectively
—— Other {specify)
27.  Who makes the final acceptance/rejection decisions?
{Use the most appropriate number: always—1; usually—2; sometimes-—3; rarely—4; never—5)
Editor - -
Associate editor(s)
Reviewers
e CoOnsensus at an editorial meeting
— Other(specify)
28a. Do reviewers learn of the final acceptance/rejection decision directly from an editor?
—Always . . Usually ... . Sometimes . Rarely _.. = Never
b. Does a reviewer receive copies of the reports from other reviewers?
—Always _____ Usually ________ Sometimes ______Rarely ____ Never
29a. What do you do if an author complains about a rejection decision?
{Use the most appropriate number: always—1; usually—2; sometimes—3; rarely—4; never—5}
Nothing
Contact the author and explain the rejection decision .
Contact the author and suggest another journal
Have the manuscript re-reviewed
Reconsider the manuscript in-house
e Other (specify)
b. What percentage of the time have the author’s arguments or a new review convinced you to reverse a rejection
decision? %
30. Has the prestige of the author or institution ever influenced an acceptance decision?
—  Always ___ Usually _______Sometimes —_Rarely ... Never
31.  What is the average number of months between the time a manuscript is received and the time it is published?
0-3 4-6 7-9 10-12 13-18 19-24 25+
32. What do you consider to be your major role as editor?
33. In your opinion, what is the primary purpose of editorial peer review?
Buff Med Libr Assoc 78(3) Aty 1990 269
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