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Abstract

Popularization of science provides conditions that, beyond the elite and scientists of
various fields of science, other people in the community also gain understanding and
insight into science. One of the tools for the promotion of science is lay summaries'
generating and publishing. Lay summaries are short summaries of proposals or
research projects that has been publicly available to the public, other than researchers
and experts in the same field. This summary should be written in plain language,
avoids the use of specialized words, and any technical terms contained therein should
be well described. The purpose of this research is studying the concept of lay
summaries of all the concepts, similarities and differences of similar concepts,
subject areas and forms of their use in scientific productions. The similarities and
differences between the studied concepts include the ™"abstract”, "summary",
"executive summary”, and "lay summary" a comparison was made from the four
aspects of the "audience”, "structure,” "purpose,” and "application in the type of
document”. It was attempted to identify comprehensive references, centers and
institutions that have defined the concept or provided a framework or model for this
purpose. That way, 26 sources (including the institute, research center, university,
etc.) have been identified. Based on the definitions provided by these references, 17
essential and important components that were involved in the compilation of a
summary of the general idea were extracted. According to the extracted indexes of
the proposed models for lay summaries preparation, these features were categorized
in three dimensions. These dimensions include: "formal”, "content™ and “evaluation™.
Research articles, research projects, research proposals, thesises and academic
dissertations were the sources that were introduced in order to produce and
disseminate lay summaries' format. Issues such as medicine, health and health care
have become a priority in the preparation and production of lay summaries. Although
cannot be limited this technique in these areas.

Keywords: lay Summary, Popularization of Science, Scientific Communication.
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