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- 57 Million+ Weblogs Tracked.

Blogosphere growth remains strong with nearly 3M
blogs created monthly during Q3 2006 and 100K

blogs being created every day.
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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of presenting possible
approaches to weblog phenomenon from the view point of library and
information sciences. 150 weblogs were sampled using descriptive method.
These weblogs were selected from registered weblogs in five Internet
directories utilizing webmetrics method. The samples were collected form late
1997, when these weblogs were launched, to late 2006, the time this study was
implemented. The results showed that out of 150 sampled webblogs, the
majority of them were localy based in the U.S.A, with others in countries
such as the UK and Canada. Moreover, 48 percent of them were operated by
librarians and the remaining (44.87 percent) were maintaied by libraries, with
only 7 percent run cooperatively. The main purposes of these Weblogs were to
provide news and information for their users and librarians. Most of the
written content in these weblogs consisted of: weblog's and author's name,
date and time record of posting of materials, short articles, news. They also
furnished to users with related links and world library news that introduced
special articles, news. Assessing the type of facilities used in weblogs to store
information and to interact with the users, it was reveaed that 94 percent had
Archives, Appling Permalink and Comment system. More than half of the
weblogs used RSS for SDI and a graet number of weblogs used blogging tools
which are called "BLOGGER". Weblogs used different ways of updating their
information but most of the samples were updated daily. Considering the
relationship between weblogs and their facilities and contents the results
indicated that there is a meaningful relationship between the type of weblog
(personal, organizational and cooperative) and the blogging tools. With
regards to weblog types and aims, in 4 cases the relationship turned out to be
meaningless and in 5 cases it was meaningful. As to the type of weblog and
the materials published in them, in 8 cases there seemed to be no relationship,
but there was meaningful relationship in 13 cases. There was no meaningful
relationship between the types of weblog and the techniques used for SDI, but
the relationship was meaningful between the types of weblog and the waysin
which the weblogs were updated. Finally, except for comment system, there
was no meaningful relationship between the types of weblog and facilities
used.

Keywords: Weblog, Blog, Library and Information Sciences, Library
Weblogs, Blogging.



